
Is the study a clinical trial? Check Research Ethics BC to determine if 
harmonized review is required

Apply for harmonized ethical 
review via the Provincial 
Research Ethics Platform

Apply for ethics approval by 
Northern Health Research 

Review Committee

Northern Health Institutional Authorization Letter

Issue Ethics Approval 

Contact CTAG for information
Complete the Operational 

Approval form and submit it to the 
RET

Complete data request on ServiceNow OR complete 
the Data Request Form and submit it to the ID Hub

Contact NH Privacy to 
schedule orientation for  using 

the NH PIA template

Issue Operational Approval 

Yes

No
Are there 
implementation of 
or changes to 
technology?

Is there disclosure 
of information?

Contact NH Privacy to obtain 
ISA Agreement template

PI completes PIA and submit to 
NH Privacy

PI completes ISA and submit to 
NH Privacy

NH Privacy reviews PIA and ISA

NH Operations reviews Operational Approval Form

No

Yes

Adapted from NH Research Process Map and information on NH Research website

Yes No

Northern Health Institutional and Data Access Request Process  

Legend:

Operational Approval

Ethics Approval

NH – Northern Health
CTAG – Clinical Trials Advisory Group 
RET – Research Engagement Team
ID Hub – Information and Data Hub
PIA – Privacy Impact Assessment
ISA – Information Sharing 
Agreement
TCPS2 - Tri-Council Policy 
Statement: Ethical Conduct for 
Research Involving Humans

Complete TCPS2 Core Tutorial

https://researchethicsbc.ca/apply-for-ethics-review/
mailto:research@northernhealth.ca
https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-professionals/research/documents/nh-research-operational-approval.pdf
mailto:research@northernhealth.ca
https://healthbc.service-now.com/sp_nha?id=sc_cat_item&sys_id=4debb83d1bb6051014874159cc4bcbf6
https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-professionals/research/documents/clinical-data-medical-chart-request.pdf
mailto:idhub@northernhealth.ca
mailto:Privacy@northernhealth.ca
mailto:Privacy@northernhealth.ca
mailto:Privacy@northernhealth.ca
mailto:Privacy@northernhealth.ca
https://www.northernhealth.ca/sites/northern_health/files/health-professionals/research/documents/research-process-map.pdf
https://www.northernhealth.ca/for-health-professionals/research

