
FNHA REB reviews the request

RKE/REC reviews and 
approves/ disapproves request

No

Are amendments 
required?

Submit 
amendments

FHHA REB issues ethics 
approval

Yes

Early and thoughtful engagement with Indigenous 
communities to build meaningful relationships

Build capacity by learning about research in partnership 
with Indigenous communities 

Partner with Indigenous communities to formulate the 
research question and methodology

RKE will provide the Research 
Request Form 

Pre-application

First Nations Health Authority Institutional and Data Access Request Process  

Adapted from FNHA Data Request Process Map and developed in consultation with FNHA RKE

Contact RKE with research 
question

Complete Research Request 
Form and email it to RKE

Researcher will receive 
confirmation of operational 

approval via email

Does study involve FNCF*?

Contact DIPC Data 
Secretariat

Contact DAC/DCC Data 
Secretariat

DIPC Data Secretariat 
provides DIPC DAR Form

Complete DIPC DAR Form 
and submit to DIPC Data 

Secretariat

DAC/DCC Data Secretariat 
provides DAC/DCC DAR 

Form

DMWG/DIPC reviews and 
approves/ disapproves DAR

Develop Research 
Agreement

MoH prepares Data

Data shared via PopData
SRE site

Complete DAC/DCC DAR 
Form and submit to 

DAC/DCC Data Secretariat

DAC/DCC reviews and 
approves/disapproves DAR

Data is released

*First Nations Client File contains information on Status and 
eligible-for-Status First Nations people registered under the 
Indian Act and reside in BC  

Legend:

Operational Approval

Ethics Approval

Data Access Request

FNHA – First Nations Health 
Authority
RKE – Research and Knowledge 
Exchange
REC – Research Executive 
Committee
FNHA REB – FNHA Research Ethics 
Board
FNCF – First Nations Client File
DIPC – Data and Information 
Planning Committee
DAR – Data Access Request
DMWG – Data Management 
Working Group
MoH – Ministry of Health
PopData – Population Data BC
SRE – Secure Research Environment
DAC – Data Advisory Committee
DCC – Data Champion Committee

Yes No
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